Jan. 4th, 2012 was a devastating day for the Hester's. They have effectively lost the riding arena, stables, paddocks and pastureland.  All critical components to keep their family business thriving.  Thanks to the valiant effort of friends and neighbours, all 55 horses are now safe and sound in temporary locations.  The next pressing challenge is finding food and shelter for the horses for the next several months.  

Many of these horses are show horses, requiring box stalls or paddocks and specialized feed.  Sandy and Gord are working hard to place all of the horses in the Fort Macleod area.  However, they have limited financial resources and they recognize insurance will not cover the cost of replacing corrals, fencing material, storage bins, hay, feed, tack etc.  At this time it is unknown how much of the arena and stables will be covered by insurance.

Short-term, what they really need help with right now;

·        Quality hay donations for horses, (e.g., second cut, alfalfa preferred and no rain);

·        Cash donations to purchase hay/feed and working supplies for the horses;  

·        Donation of horse operations equipment. e.g., halters, shanks, working saddles, blankets, buckets etc.;

·        Access to fencing panels for temporary corrals.

Hay donations - A portion of S.R. Training client horses will be boarded at M&M Farms (Kerry Millers'),  hay can be dropped off at the Miller Farm - West of Fort Macleod, Hwy 811 to Twp. 100, west 1 ½ miles, yard with big red barn and Quonset.

Cash donations - an account to accept donations has been set up at CIBC-Fort Macleod in the name of Sandy and Gord Hester, or Friends of S.R. Training.

Cash donations- Fort MacLeod Vet Clinic

Thank you once again for your consideration, kindness and assistance.

Sincerely,

Friends of S.R. Training, Sandy and Gord Hester

Natalie Gibson

Tel: (403) 948-2110

Sandy Hester(403) 331-8440            Gord Hester (403) 394-4255  

