Arena Etiquette & Safety

The following guidelines are in effect for Public Riding time in an effort to provide a safe and enjoyable environment for each and every rider and their horse(s) while at this facility.  
Individuals failing to follow these guidelines will receive an initial warning.  A second offence will warrant a loss of riding privileges.

Etiquette

1. Work Together: Users will respect other users and their activity. 

Riders practicing “Special Activities” (e.g. barrels, reining, dummy roping etc.) shall stop the activity immediately upon the arrival of any new rider(s) unless the “New Arrival(s)” agree(s) that the “Special Activity” may continue.  “Special Activities” must not, in any way, interfere with other riders.
2. Enter & Leave Riding Arena with Caution:  

Individuals entering/leaving the riding arena shall verbalize their intent to do so (e.g. “Heads Up, entering arena or leaving arena”, “Gate” etc.). Wait for a response from those already in the arena.

When you have a safe opening, enter/leave the arena. Those already in the arena shall respect those wanting to enter or leave.

3. 
Use the center of the arena to mount and dismount or when stopping to make any tack or 

    
clothing adjustments. 
It is better and safer, however, to make Tack/Clothing changes outside of the arena.

4. Try to Ride in the Same Direction: 
If not possible then pass individuals left shoulder to left shoulder. If you wish to change direction, call out “Reverse, Please!” All riders will then change direction together.
5..  Slow on the Inside, Fast on the Outside:

Warm-ups in-hand move to the middle of the arena.  Slower riders (i.e.schooling, etc.) on the inside track. Outside track for those loping or cantering. 

6. Passing: 
When passing another rider, if they are riding the (outside) rail, you shall pass on the inside.  If the rider being passed is riding more than two horse lengths from the rail,  you shall pass on the outside.  Verbalize your intent to pass:  (eg.“passing on the outside”).

7. Clean Up: 
Please clean up the arena after use. Pick up and place all manure in the wheel barrel after each ride. If necessary, please empty wheel barrow in the outside manure storage bunk. Please clean trailers at manure pit.
Safety

1. Keep A Horse Length Between : 
Maintain a safe distance between your horse and others.  One horse  length or two meters (10 feet) is a good distance. 

2.
 Give Right of Way: 
Be generous giving right of way even it is not technically the correct right of way.

3.
 All Horses Under Control:  
No loose horses in the arena while others are riding.

4.
 Be Aware: Be respectful if another is having problems with a horse, is riding a young horse, or is a 

    
beginner or a timid rider.

5. No Loose Dogs in the Arena with horses and riders.  Dogs not permitted in Cafeteria: 
All dogs must be on a leash attached to the owner at all times.

6. 
NO SMOKING PLEASE
Terminology:

Rail.  The perimeter of the riding area of the arena.  

Outside Track:  In imaginary line about 1 meter (3 feet) from and parallel to the Rail.

Inside:  Relative to the arena riding area – the Rail is the outside, the middle of the arena is the inside.

